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RESPONSE TO FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

Petition for Extension of Time Under 37 CFR $ 1.136(a) 
Applicant respectfully petitions for a four (4) month extension of time to respond to the 
outstanding Office Action issued on April 1, 2005, in the above-captioned patent application. A 
check for the extension fee of $1,590.00 is enclosed. If our check is missing or otherwise 
insufficient, or if any additional fees are required, please charge (or credit any overpayment) to 
Deposit Account No. 02-4467. With this extension, the deadline for filing the required response 
will be October 3, 2005. 

Response 

In the Office Action dated April 1, 2005, the Patent Examiner referenced three 

publications, authored by third parties, which refer to assignee's business activities, including 

designing benefit plans to meet the individual needs of assignee's customers. The Examiner 

requested applicants to "provide any known publications, brochures, manuals, and press 
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releases" or other documents describing the benefit plan design services referenced in the 
publications. 

Applicants and assignee have undertaken a good faith search and are unable to locate or identify 
any such documents which describe benefit plan design services or products marketed or 
developed by assignee prior to the filing date of this application. 

The examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned via telephone to resolve 
any outstanding issues. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 




Registration No. 43,736 

BRYAN CAVE LLP 

One Metropolitan Square 

21 1 North Broadway, Suite 3600 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2750 

(314) 259-2000 (Telephone) 

(314) 259-2020 (Facsimile) 



